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YWCA Library Nearly Ready

‘A Little Bit of Kate’
By Paula Butterfield
Things could not be going more
smoothly at the YWCA Library!
Incorporating the Kate Miller
Collection into the existing library
has required a great deal of
preliminary work, but everything is
falling into place. The YWCA
Library will be ready for use by
early September.
The Y is grateful to Kate for her
valuable collection of approximately
2,000 volumes by, for and about

women. The books have been ap
praised at almost $5,000, with the
section on Native American women
(containing many out-of-print books)
considered the most valuable.
The other book categories are:
fiction (including science fiction and
mysteries),
cross-cultural,
an
thropology (including a section on
racism), sociology, spirituality,
American and European history,
women’s studies and biographies.
Doesn’t it make you want to just

dive in?
The YWCA also owes a
tremendous thanks to Mary Morain
and the Dewing Foundation. Mary
was the original founder of the Y
Library, and she has recently made
a major contribution (through the
foundation) which has enabled the Y
to make arrangements to ac
commodate the books, hire a library
coordinator and organize library
programs. Mary has since
suggested that the original library

Getting the library ready to open are Judith Watkins (standing) and Jenny Birnbach

and Kate’s collection be sup
plemented with a section of non
sexist children’s books, and has
offered to help purchase such books.
Do you have any suggestions as to
what books should be acquired?
Jennifer Birnbach is spending this
summer organizing the library. As
library coordinator, she is
responsible for everything from
cataloging the books to compiling a
policies and procedures handbook.
A long-time friend of Kate, she has a
personal
investment in this
collection which, she says, “reflects
the specialties that are very par
ticular to Kate: women’s history,
cross cultural studies and women of
color. These books perfectly mirror
Kate’s contribution to our com
munity; we have a little bit of Kate
at the Y.”
Judith Watkins, who is assisting
Jenny, is also excited about the
library expansion. She envisions the
library as an invaluable source for
women who are eager to learn about
themselves. She says, “I truly hope
all women will make use of this
gift.”
Kathy Stoner donated her ser
vices to draw up a legal agreement
between Kate and the YWCA,
insuring that the books will be as
accessible to the public as Kate
wishes them to be.
Jeanne Schmidt has built the
additional bookshelves that were
needed, and is now designing a
special check-out counter. Jeanne
has also, along with Jaki Lewis and
others, painted the bookshelves so
that they blend with the adobe
walls. The library looks bright and
airy.
A special thanks is due the library
volunteers, who have spent hours
(Continued on page 5)

Walk/Run: A Spirited Race
On Sunday, August 5 at 9 a.m., the flag will go
down to mark the start of the fifth annual YWCA
Women’s Walk-Run. The Walk-Run consists of
three events: a 3.1 mile (5K) walk and run and a
6.2 mile (10K) run. Startline is at Lovers Point
in Pacific Grove and the course follows a gentle
sloping, scenic route along the ocean.
Preparations for the Walk-Run began in early
spring under the direction of Fabia Orselli and
Scheryl Schrepf. The spirit of the race is con
tagious. More people than ever are becoming
involved.
This year the goal for business sponsorships is
400 and 500 for participants. Each participant
receives a YWCA Walk-Run T-shirt with an
individually screened sponsor’s name on the
back. Sponsorships represent excellent ad
vertising value for the cost ($50 each), while the
use of the sponsorships helps support all the
YWCA programs, including the Domestic
Violence Crisis Line and shelter, the many
classes put on by the YWCA and the library.
This is the only time during the year that the
YWCA approaches the business community for
financial support. It is their largest fund-raising

event.
Do you own a business? Is there a business
that you support frequently? Pick up sponsorship
forms at the YWCA office and help them reach
their 400 goal.
Girls and women of all ages are welcome to
participate in this event, and women in
wheelchairs are welcome. Pre-registration takes
place at the YWCA (404 El Estero in Monterey)
until August 1.
All pre-registered participants are guaranteed
a T-shirt in the correct size. Registration is $8.
Day of event registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
and ends at 8:45 a.m. The Walk-Run volunteers
will be there at 6:30 setting up tables, con
structing the start-finish line and testing the PA
system. The Walk-Run begins promptly at 9,
with the awards ceremony following at 10:15.
This year laurel wreaths will be awarded to the
first place finishers in each category. Ribbons
will be awarded to all finishers.
Whether you participate as a runner, a walker,
a volunteer or as a cheering spectator we know
you will enjoy this delightful event.
For registration information or to sign up as a
volunteer please contact the YWCA at 649-0834.
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Participants in last year’s Walk-Run

editorial
40% Wage Gap, 100% Wrong

Morality, Not Biology
Women have always worked, and they have
always worked for less.
In the earliest days of the republid, women
worked alongside men as spinners, weavers,
shoemakers and hotel and restaurant employees.
They were paid about one-third less than un
skilled white males, and one-fifth less than hiredout slaves.
Women began entering government service
as clerks during the War Between the States, at
half the salaries of men. Nursing became a
woman’s profession during those same years, not
really because women were held to have some
divine calling or special gift for healing, but
because of what businessmen call their “cost
effectiveness.”
For the same reason office work became a
female domain over the 30-year period from 1870,
when women made up 3.3 percent of the office
workforce, to 1900, when they were 75 percent.

In manufacturing, women were the workers
most eagerly sought* by the New England textile
magnates as early as 1800. You may have heard
that those employers idealized women. So they
did, to the extent that the ideal worker is
obedient, submissive and inexpensive.
Women did not always accept this treatment
meekly. Women millhands in Lowell, Mass.,
organized in 1843 to protest wage cuts and
speedups. It was 40 years later that the young
American Federation of Labor went on record
urging “all working girls and women to array
themselves under the banner of organized labor”
and adopted the principle that “equal amounts of
work should bring the same price, whether
performed by a man or a woman.”
Over the century since then and especially in
the last decade, women have grown into a mighty
force within the union movement.
Women workers from coast to coast are

asserting that a worker is a worker, a person is a
person, and a 40 percent wage gap is 100 percent
wrong.
That assertion must get louder and stronger
between now and Election Day. The struggle for
equal rights must now move with full force into
the political arena.
With Ronald Reagan in the White House,
women have become the fastest-growing poverty
group in America.
For three years, women have been the chief
victim of Mr. Reagan’s deliberate reversal of the
thrust toward equality in American life.
It isn’t any wonder that polls indicate that
growing numbers of women perceive that fact
and resent it.
The so-called gender gap is not a biological
phenomenon, it is a moral one.
(From an address by AFL-CIO President
Lane Kirkland to the AFL-CIO Women.)

letters
MR. CHIEF JUSTICE, WHY
15 5ANDRA O’CONNORS
5EATEMPH?

Reintroducing Braceros
IA5T HIRER
FIRST FIRED.

Editor:
As a former minister for migrant
farm workers of the Unitarian
Universalist Association I must
protest Congressmember Leon
Panetta’s recent amendment to the
Simpson-Mazzoli immigration bill
reintroducing the bracero program.
The euphemism “guest worker”
masks the way this program ex
ploits powerless migrant workers
who in California are mostly of
Hispanic origin. The bracero con
cept is also a union busting device to
prevent
farm
workers from
organizing.
The baffling question is why
Panetta did this. His reasoning as
reported in the news media is naive.
There has been a long history of
bracero experience to give guidance
on the way such programs work.
To assume guest workers will not
be used if there are enough
domestic farm laborers to satisfy

the market demand is simply a pipe
dream.
To believe that agri-business will
abide by the rule of actively
recruiting domestic labor before
resorting to guest workers is at
odds with the whole history of agri
business practice.
We are back to square one. Farm
workers and their friends will have
to organize politically to reverse
this bracero revival.
President Reagan is not going to
help as he finds himself in this
unexpected alliance with Panetta.
The growers will not be opposed.
There is too much profit in using
“guest workers” instead of domestic
labor, regardless ^of the way
legislation is written.
However, many of us remain to
see to it that this new bracero
program joins those of the past on
the scrap heap of history.
Howard Matson
Carmel Valley

Procreation by Fiat
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Editor:
Romania’s President Nicolae
Ceausescu has been lauded for
making his country the only
member of the Warsaw Pact to
refuse to boycott the Olympic
Games.
Before we get all warm and
slurpy about this “courageous
rebel,” we might give some thought
to President Ceausescu’s new
“procreation by fiat” aimed at
making the women of Romania
reproduction machines.
World Press Review quotes Sue
Masterman, stationed in Bucharest,
reporting that Ceausescu, father of
three, is demanding all patriotic
Romanian
women bear four
children. Police are to enforce anti
abortion laws. Married women will
be forced to have pregnancy tests
every month.
If a woman is pregnant one month

and not pregnant the next, she
better have a good reason to give
the state. A woman can be sen
tenced to a year in prison for lying
about a miscarriage. Women who
don’t fulfill their child quotas for the
state are threatened with the loss of
their jobs.
Political prisoners have Amnesty
International to fight for them. To
whom do the procreation prisoners
of Romania turn for help?
When a Nobel prize dissident in
the Soviet Union goes on a hunger
strike, the free world rises up in
protest. Who is rising up in protest
for the women of Romania?
If the state slavery of these
women doesn’t grab you, ask
yourself why Ceausescu, who can’t
feed the population he has, wants a
larger one.
Evelyn Nolt
Carmel Valley

notes from Demeter
We’re having some problems
getting mail from the Post Office.
We’ve discovered that mail ad
dressed to our office,
582
Lighthouse Ave., Room 15, Pacific
Grove, is being returned to the
sender. We must use our post office
box for all correspondence: P.O. Box

1661, Monterey, 93940.

While we’re on the subject of
mail, don’t forget to send us a
change of address when you move.
The post office won’t forward
Demeter, so keep us informed of
your current address.

A Woman for President?
On July 17, Sonia Johnson, outspoken
feminist thrown out of the Mormon Church for
her campaign on behalf of the Equal Rights
Amendment, spoke at the Crossroads Com
munity Room.
Running for the presidency of the United
States as the candidate for the Citizens Party,
Johnson has been on the campaign trail across
the country explaining to people
Why she chose to run:
“I believe my presence in the presidential
campaign will help to introduce into the debate
crucial issues and concerns of women which
otherwise would almost certainly not emerge.
It’s another way of getting people’s awareness
up. People find it hard to accept the idea that a
woman can and should be running for president.
It is inexcusable it hasn’t happened before.”

The best ideas come
from outside the system rather
than within it. It helps to
loosen up the middle.
Sonia Johnson
And why she chose the Citizens Party:
“The two major parties are still slamming the
Old Boys’ clubhouse door shut in women’s faces.
“The Citizens Party began in 1980 with the
presidential campaign of Barry Commoner and
LaDonna Harris. We are a party dedicated to
democracy at all levels of American life and to
internal democracy in the party as well. The
Citizens Party promotes women at all levels. It is
so committed to women that 50 percent or more
of all leadership positions in the party are — and
by constitutional mandate must be — held by
women. Delegations with fewer than 50 percent

women are not seated at national or state
meetings.”

What does the Citizens Party stand for?
“In addition to championing the rights of
women, the party is running on a platform which
includes strong environmental protection,
nuclear disarmament, non deployment of Euro
missiles, lesbian and gay civil rights, non
intervention in Central America and other
countries, minority civil rights, protection of
family farms, protection of the elderly, and public
control of private corporations. It is the most
progressive, most genuinely democratic political
party in the country.”
What would you do as President?
“I would take all arms, advisors, troops and
agents provocateur out of El Salvador, Nicaragua
and Honduras and the Marines out of Lebanon as
well. I would chop in half our obscene military
budget and, using the $125 billion annual savings
to reduce deficits, restore cuts made by
President Reagan in social programs and begin
learning how to wage peace in the United
States.”
What about peace ?
“The major issue is peace . . . peace as it
relates to women and the war we wage against
minorities. There is a connection between that
and the violence in the world, against people,
against the planet. There is no peace where
people are suffering, where people don’t have
basic necessities.
“The women’s movement connects them all.
We can’t go out into the sunlight — women are
raped every day on the streets. If you can’t have
peace in your home, if you can’t stop sexually
harassing your secretary, if you can’t pay women
equal wages . . . then there isn’t any hope . . .
And my children — I have the responsibility not
to leave them this legacy.”

Sonia Johnson

Do you hope to win?
“In ways that matter to me. Winning means
empowering women and other oppressed people,
causing them to say to themselves, ‘Well, if Sonia
dares to run for president, I can do daring things,
too.’ Through this campaign, we can remind our
compatriots that one determined person can
make a significant difference and that one small
group of determined people can change the
course of history.”

Clarifying the Scope of Title IX
The Reagan Administration has
come out against the Civil Rights
Act of 1984, the recently introduced
bill designed to clarify the scope of
laws banning discrimination by
recipients of federal aid.
After the Supreme Court ruling
in the Grove City case narrowed the
interpretation of Title IX (the law
prohibiting discrimination against
women in educational institutions
receiving federal funds), two

New VEEP
Geraldine A. Ferraro, a three-term
member of Congress from Queens,
N.Y., was selected at the
Democratic National Convention to
be Walter Mondale’s running mate.
Will she close the gender gap?

identical bills, H.R. 5490 and S.
2568, were introduced.
The bills seek to change the
“program specific” language of the
civil rights statutes: Title IX, Title
VI, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act and the Age Discrimination
Act. They would ban discrimination
by a “recipient” of federal funds,
the whole institution rather than
individual programs.
The bills have wide bi-partisan
support, with 160 sponsors on the
House side and 62 on the Senate
side. They have been backed by a
broad coalition of women’s and civil
rights groups.
At hearings held in both the
House and the Senate, the Reagan
Administration has been sharply
critical of the proposed legislation.
William
Bradford
Reynolds,
assistant attorney general for civil
rights, claimed the “sweeping scope
of the language proposed in the bill”
went far beyond “simple reversal of
the Grove City decision.” He had
earlier claimed the bill “represents a
monumental, drastic change in the
civil rights enforcement landscape.”
At a press conference, Reagan
claimed the proposed legislation is
“so broad that it actually would
open the door to federal intrusion in
local and state governments and in
any manner of ways beyond
anything that has ever been in
tended by the Civil Rights Act.”
Since the Grove City decision, at
least 23 Title IX complaints against
large educational institutions have
been closed. Joseph Rauh, spokes
man for the Leadership Conference
on Civil Rights, said “passage of
H.R. 5490 is vital to restore the
effectiveness of the enforcement
mechanisms of our most important
anti-discrimination laws.”
On the House side the bill has
come out of committee without

amendments, and is expected to be
voted on by the time we go to press.
According to Marcia Greenburger
of the Women’s Law Center,
Representative Patsy Mink’s words
summing up the compelling need for
Title IX in 1972 still hold true today:

“Millions of women pay taxes into
the federal treasury and we
collectively resent that these funds
should be used for the support of
institutions to which we are denied
access.”
(Reprinted from off our backs J

Want to learn about Title IX?
Read on.
Title IX prohibits sex discrimination in schools and
colleges receiving federal money. Since 1972 when
Congress passed the Education Amendments, Title
IX has greatly increased the opportunities for girls
and women.
Title IX may benefit you or your children in these
ways:

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS
Under Title IX admissions' policies have broad
ened to include more women. Between 1972 and 1980
the number of women:
• in medical school rose from 11% to 26%
• in law school, from 10% to 34%
• in veterinary school, from 12% to 39%
• awarded doctorates, from l&'/n to 30%.

SPORTS
Because of Title IX, schools offer girls and young
women more opportunities to participate in all
sports programs. Through sports girls develop an
appreciation for hard work, learn self-respect, team
work and leadership skills. Since Title IX:
• The number of women in college sports has
increased 250%
• Girls playing high school sports have increased
from 7% to 35% of all students in sports
• 10,000 young women are now attending college
on athletic scholarships, including many who
could not afford to go without this assistance.

JOBS

STUDENT RIGHTS
Title IX guarantees equal treatment of students
both inside and outside the classroom:
• School counselors have begun to test and score
all students in the same way and encourage
both boys and girls to pursue the career which
would be right for them
• School districts cannot expel pregnant students
or prevent them from participating in school
activities
• Some colleges have established policies which
prohibit sexual harrassment and have set
grievance procedures for dealing with it.

Almost one-third of the nation’s professional
women work in the field of education. Title IX pro
tects their rights:
• School systems are upgrading salaries and
benefits for all teachers to insure that men and
women teaching similar courses receive equal
pay
• More women educators are becoming school
administrators and principals jobs which
currently are held by men.
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national news briefs
Compiled from Her Say

Win at Papa Choux
After a lengthy court battle, two
lesbians have won the right to
“romantic
evenings’’
in
a
restaurant’s private booths. In mid
May, the California Supreme Court
declared that Papa Choux, a Los
Angeles restaurant, violated the
women’s civil rights by refusing to
seat them in a section reserved by
romantic couples — and only a few
days later, Papa Choux declared
that true romantic dining was dead.
Oh, well, maybe couples can find
something else to do with their
evenings.

Legal Update
— The Unitarian Universalist
Association recently approved
religious marriage ceremonies for
gay and lesbian couples. The church,
which numbers 175,000 in the U.S.
and abroad, says it is the first
church to approve such ceremonies.
— A bill in California’s State
Assembly that would have allowed
pregnant women who work with
video display terminals to transfer
to other jobs was defeated in an
Assembly floor vote.
— The New York Times reports a
record number of Democratic and
Republican women will be running
for the U.S. Senate this year. By the
time the nomination process is over,
the Times says, women could be
vying for as many as 12 of the 33
open seats in the Senate.

Trouble with Harry
Sixty Minutes newsman Harry
Reasoner may be put out to pasture

to make way for a woman reporter
on the popular news show.
So says TV columnist Gary Deeb.
Deeb reportedly claims CBS higherups have already decided to add a
female face to the previously all
male news magazine.
Whose face, you ask? Deeb claims
that former Nixon Administration
aide Diane Sawyer has been tapped
for the job. She reportedly will start
on the show before the end of the
year.

Lights, Camera, Rape
When is a rape not a rape? When
it’s in a film by Sergio Leone.
Leone, known for directing such
movies as A Fistful of Dollars and
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, is
being criticized for his new work,
Once Upon a Time in America, a tale
of gangsters in the U.S. of the 1930s.
The film includes two rape scenes,
one lasting six minutes in the
original uncut version of the movie.
Leone has described the latter scene
— between Robert DeNiro as a
gangster and Elizabeth McGovern
as his former childhood sweetheart
— as a “desperate cry for love.”
Leone says the rape probably
wouldn’t have happened if
McGovern’s character hadn’t “hypo
critically
provoked”
DeNiro’s
character. Asked how the woman
provoked the man, Leone told the
Los Angeles Times indignantly that
“she kissed him.”
Adding that he was confused “at
all the fuss” about the rape
sequences, Leone added that “I
think when women object to a scene
like this, they actually like it, and
are trying to hide that fact by
saying it shocks them. This is only a
love scene, like any other love
scene.”

Woman Conductor
Paris-born Catherine Comet has
become the only woman conductor
of a major American symphony
orchestra. Comet will lead the
National Symphony Orchestra in
Washington, D.C.

Avner, staff attorney for the
National Organization for Women
Legal Defense and Education Fund.
Adds Hortense Golden Canady,
national president of Delta Sigma
Theta, the largest organization of
black women in the U.S., “it’s
putting the burden on the people
who are the victims.”

High on Equality
Cocaine is becoming the drug of
choice for upscale American women.
So says the Cocaine Helpline
Report, which notes a recent survey
found about one-half of the cocaine
users calling its hotline for help are
women — and that’s up from only
one-third just about a year ago.
The typical female user, ac
cording to the survey, is 29 years
old, college-educated and earns
upwards of $25,000 a year.

Affirmative Action?
In the wake of the recent
Supreme Court decision, which
placed job seniority rights over
affirmative action goals, the U.S.
Justice Department is now saying it
will review all past affirmative
action rulings involving the
government.
William Bradford Reynolds, who
heads the department’s Civil Rights
Division, announced recently that
all court-ordered plans that give
hiring preferences to women and
minorities as groups may be cut
back as a result of the Supreme
Court decision.
The decision also means women
and minorities will, in the future,
have to prove discrimination on a
case-by-case basis — a process that
“very few women can afford to”
undertake, according to Judith

Smoking Linked
To Both Lung
And Cervical Cancer
Researchers at the University of
California have established a link
between female smokers and a high
incidence of cervical cancer.
The data shows that smoking may
be as much of a causal factor as
heterosexual activity with multiple
partners, which has been widely
accepted as a contributing factor to
cervical cancer.
The researchers began their
investigation in 1977 after noting
elevated rates of cervical cancer in
geographic areas which report a
high incidence of lung cancer.
The connection between smoking,
lung cancer and cervical cancer is
that the lungs and the cervix are
both composed of the same type of
cells (squamous epithelial cells).
It is also accepted that cancer can
be transported from one part of the
body to another through the blood
stream, thus making the concept of
smoking causing cancer not so far
fetched.
This new data is of critical im
portance to women; this year alone
cervical cancer will affect an
estimated 16,600 women and claim
6,800 lives.

Francis Heisler
Dead at 89
Your friends say farewell dear Francis Heisler.
On the first Sunday of each month as we come
together on the lawn at Colton Hall, joining our
hands in love and peace, each hand will take your
hand, and each will feel your courage, your
strength, your commitment flowing into us. You
have given abundantly of yourself and the world
is better for it. We pledge to you, dear friend,
that we will continue the fight for justice and
peace, knowing that you are always with us,
inspiring us on. This picture, taken at a peace
vigil at Colton Hall one sunny day in 1982 with
your beloved Friedy and friends, is how we
remember you. Farewell! Francis Heisler died
July 5 at the age of 89. Heisler was a noted civil
liberties lawyer and staunch pacifist who,' in a
remarkable 50-year career, defended the poor,
fought racial discrimination, the death penalty,
the military and championed liberal causes.

Reagan Says
A bortion Like
Holocaust
4 — Demeter — Summer, 1984

While the Reagan Justice
Department refused to take any
action to protect the rights and
safety of American women seeking
abortions, Reagan published an
inflammatory attack on abortion
rights in a book entitled Abortion
and the Conscience of the Nation.
The book also includes essays by
philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge,
“The Humane Holocaust,” and
Reagan-appointed U.S. Surgeon
General C. Everett Koop, “The
Slide to Auschwitz.”
Within his 20-page section of the
book, Reagan compared abortion to
slavery four times, refers to it as a
“holocaust” twice, compares it with
murder six times and twice links
abortion to infanticide.

In the second sentence, Reagan
refers to our “nationwide policy of
abortion-on-demand through all nine
months of pregnancy,” and later
asks, “how many Americans are
aware that abortion techniques are
allowed today, in all 50 states, that
burn the skin of a baby with a salt
solution, in an agonizing death that
can last for hours?”
National Organization for Women
President Judy Goldsmith said,
“Reagan’s book goes beyond of
fensive. To simultaneously ignore
the recent wave of terrorism at
abortion clinics and to publish an
emotional,
misleading,
callous
diatribe against women who
exercise
their
constitutionally
protected rights is unconscionable.

“Through this book, Reagan is
giving further encouragement to
the fanatics who are daily
threatening women who enter
abortion clinics. In quoting William

Brennan, Reagan showed particular
insensitivity to the Jewish com
munity, and to those who survived
the Holocaust,” Goldsmith added.
Brennan is an anti-abortion writer
whose book, The Abortion
Holocaust: Today's Final Solution,
features a picture of a fetus with a
swastika superimposed on it on the
cover.
(This article was reprinted from
the June issue of the National NOW
Times./

Nancy Shaw Fights for Tenure
By Lisa Crystal
Suing a university can be a strain
on the pocketbook. If anyone un
derstands this, it’s UCSC com
munity studies professor Nancy
Shaw. Her two-year legal battle
against the university has cost her
over $40,000 so far — and she says
that if the sex discrimination suit
she filed in California Superior
Court in May goes to trial, her
expenses could climb as high as
$100,000.
Shaw filed a sex-discrimination
suit in state court the end of May
because, she said, “The clock was
running on the statute of limitations
for suing the university.” According
to state law, an individual must file
suit within two years of the alleged
act of discrimination, and Shaw was
officially denied tenure in May 1982.
The suit is the latest in a series of
actions legal Shaw has taken against
the University of California at Santa
Cruz during her long struggle to
secure the benefits of tenure at
the university: job security, higher
pay scale and more opportunities to
take paid leaves of absence to do
research, or sabbaticals. The
struggle began three yars ago
when, in spite of overwhelmingly
positive recommendations from the
community studies board, two
review committees, Oakes College,
outside reviewers and the UCSC
Committee on Academic Personnel,

Chancellor
Robert
Sinsheimer
refused to grant Shaw tenure.
Sinsheimer claimed her research,
which involves the sociological
study of health care in women’s
prisons, was not “scholarly” and
“could have been done by any in
vestigative journalist.”
But Shaw says she believes that
discrimination was a factor in the
chancellor’s decision. “There was
discrimination directed at me
because I’m a woman, because my
research is focused on issues about
women. And there appears to be
discrimination against gay faculty —
I am one person who has been af
fected by that bias.”
In January 1983 the Academic
Senate Committee on Privilege and
Tenure ruled that Sinsheimer had
committed “procedural violations”
during his review of Shaw’s case by
appointing a second review com
mittee after the first one recom
mended her for tenure, and by using
political considerations in deciding
her case.
Last June, however, then UC
President David Saxon upheld the
chancellor’s decision by ruling that
there were no procedural violations.
Shaw was undaunted by the UC
administration’s actions. She filed
complaints with the federal Equal
Employment Opportunity Com
mission (EEOC) and the Civil Rights
division of the Office of Education,
which investigates reports of

Women Speak Out
The current notion that blacks, women,
Hispanics, unions, etc., are special interests is
weird . . . There is something peculiar going on
when Mondale's supporters are considered a
special-interest conglomerate, while Ronald
Reagan's Three R Coalition — the rich, the right
wing and the Red-baiting — are considered AllAmerican.
Ellen Goodman

YWCA Library—
(Continued from page 1)
moving books, and still have hours
before them of pasting envelopes
and typing file cards in order to
prepare this community resource
for the public. Thank you, Anna
Brown, Leslie Simon, Patricia
Bradus and Verna Wicks.
Watching the women of our
community come forward to offer
their skills has been an inspiring
example of the collaborative
process. It’s been a powerful
reminder of how easy it is to achieve
a goal when everyone is working
together to that end.
Several library programs are
lined up, and the Y wants to hear
your ideas, too. To kick off the
programs, a YWCA Library Grand
Opening (check the next issue of
Demeter for the date in September)
is planned, featuring music, refresh
ments, a book sale and an art show
with work by local women artists.
Plans for the future include:
— A lecture series, with guest
lecturers providing book lists
directing interested persons to
related information available in the
library
— A bookmobile, supplying local
schools with short-term loan of
books related to specific curricula.

discrimination at any institution
receiving federal funds.
Although Shaw has received no
word yet from the Civil Rights
office, the EEOC ruled in April that
“there is reasonable cause to believe
(Shaw) was denied a promotion and
tenure based on her sex.” The
commission’s study found that in
tenure decisions in the year that
Shaw was denied a promotion,
males were granted tenure and only
females were rejected.”
According to Shaw the EEOC
finding is very significant because
‘as far as I know it’s the first time
the EEOC has intervened in a
tenure case.” Because of this ruling,
Shaw’s and the university’s at
torneys are currently engaged in
concilliation talks designed to reach
an out-of-court agreement.

7^enure is not supposed to be
given on the basis ofpolitical
inoffensiveness. It 5 supposed to

be awarded because a person is
a scholar, teacher, and an asset

to the university.

Nancy Shaw

Shaw has maintained her sense of
optimism and resolution throughout
the case. But Shaw says she knows
many junior faculty members who
have been denied tenure at UCSC in
the past five years and have “just
not been able to afford the
representation”
to fight the
decision. Shaw claims that these
people were also victims of sexism
and racism. “Most of these people
are just as capable of being senior
faculty members as the people who
are promoted,” she said. “It’s a
myth to think that the decisions that
are ultimately being made are
between the people who have it and
the people who don’t. It’s deciding
which of the many people who do
have it are you going to keep
around.” Shaw added that some
people do not challenge their tenure
denials because “ they can’t take the
chance of not being able to get
another job.”
But Shaw is not worried about
being on anybody’s don’t hire list.
“It’s more important to me to stand
up for what I believe in,” she said. “I
think one of the reasons I got fired
was because I haven’t decided to put
my political beliefs and social

For example, students learning
about California history will now
have an opportunity to learn about
important Native American women.
— A women’s coffeehouse,
utilizing the library-women’s center
as a gathering place for social and
cultural events, such as poetry
readings or musical performances.
This will begin on Friday nights in
September, and a library volunteer
will be on hand so that books may be
checked out then
— Joining MOBAC, the interlibrary loan system in this area, so
that we may trade books with MPC,
Hartnell and city libraries.
Kate’s gift has touched something
Girls have been invited to join the
in all of us — the realization that Boys Club of the Monterey
true power springs from knowledge. Peninsula in a summer activities
Anyone who browses through these program.
books cannot help but be awed by
Waiting at the clubhouse (1332 La
the diversity of experience of the Salle Ave. in Seaside) when the
women represented here. Pride, doors opened was Turiya Smith, 12,
empathy, anger ... all of these who promptly signed on as the
emotions are empowering. We can club’s first female member. Before
gain strength by getting in touch long, a number of other girls showed
with our heritage, contained in up.
these books. I for one am going to
Asked if the decision to admit
accept Judith Watkin’s invitation: girls was a result of community
“Let’s remember together.”
pressure,
executive
director
(Editor's Note: Butterfield is the Bernard Halprin said, “I think we’ve
YWCA Women's Center director.)
always had pressure.” But until now

committment on the shelf for seven
years until I get tenure.”
Shaw lamented the temptation of
some faculty to succumb to the
demands of the “system.” “Since all
of this happened I’ve been told by
several junior faculty members that
what they’ve learned from my case
is that they should not be politically
active until they get tenure,” said
Shaw. “They don’t realize that what
they’ve basically said is that Til
save my freedom of speech for
seven years ... I won’t do anything
that might offend some superior.’
The thing is that tenure is supposed
to be given on the basis not of
political inoffensiveness. It’s sup
posed to be awarded because the
person is a scholar, a teacher and an
asset to the university.”
Students also suffer when faculty
decide to become politically inof
fensive, Shaw believes, because
they are denied access to public
discourse. She added that faculty
sometimes train themselves out of
the habit of being “politically active”
for the rest of their lives. She calls
this phenomenon a “politics of
milktoastness.”
Shaw’s own outspokeness seems
to have proved more beneficial to
her case than detrimental; ex
pressions of support continue to
pour in from around the country.
Besides her defense fund, a Shaw
support committee recently formed
in the Bay area. Shaw described
some of the ways people contribute
to her cause: “A woman in New
York who I’d never met, who just
got tenure, wrote to me and told me
she wanted to turn her tenure party
into a benefit for me because she
had been so influenced by my work
in childbirth.” Shaw said the
woman later sent her $750.
Shaw left UCSC in June. Since
her teaching contract at UCSC
expired this year, Shaw accepted a
position as an adjunct faculty
member at the UC San Francisco
graduate department of Social and
Behavioral Science. But Shaw said
that people here can still help her
case by donating time and money to
her legal defense fund. She said,
“Just because we filed suit doesn’t
mean the whole situation is now
removed from the public.”
(This article is reprinted from
City on a Hill.)
Nancy Shaw and her attorneys,
Doris Brin Walker, Michelle Welsh
and Ellen Lake, filed suit in
California Superior Court in
Alameda County last month.

The case is currently scheduled to
be heard in October. Welsh said,
“We are confident that we have a
strong case. This case is of national
significance and many people are
watching it to see what happens.”

Girls & Boys Club?
he said money for extra staff has not
been available.
This year, the club applied to the
Monterey County Department of
Social Services for a share of funds
from the block grant which has been
made available to the community.
With the granting of that request,
the club was able to hire Lisa
Newton as girls’ activities director.
Will the Boys Club be changing its
name? Halprin said that so far, the
addition of girls to the program is
“only a pilot project. In the fall we’ll
evaluate it.”
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Russian Feminists

Becoming Whole

Writings from the USSR
By Rosemary Matson
Women and Russia: Feminist
Writing From the Soviet Union,
edited by Tatyana Mamonova with
Sarah Matilsky. Translated by
Rebecca Park and Catherine A.
Fitzpatrick, Beacon Press, cloth
$18.95, paperback $8.95.

Many of the essays, interviews
and works of fiction in Women and
Russia were originally published in
the Soviet Union’s first feminist
samizdat (i.e., self-printed and
published) publication, titled The
Woman and Russia.
When the journal appeared in
underground circulation in 1979,
opposition came from both the
authorities and from the maledominated dissident community.
Declaring that Marxism was dead
and that the only viable alternative
was feminism, the journal went on
to describe how Soviet society
“degrades women to the status of a
work animal, a sex object and a
breeding machine.”
When the feminist writers called
upon women to persuade men to
burn their draft orders and not to
fight in Afghanistan, the KGB
moved in on the fledgling women’s
liberation movement and gave the
editors 24 hours to get out of the
country or face prison sentences.
Four women chose exile and were
quickly stripped of their Soviet
citizenship.

At a press conference in Vienna in
July of 1980, the exiled women told
how they had been harassed by the
KGB from the beginning. Rumor of
the existence of the magazine
prompted constant surveillance and
they were repeatedly summoned for
questioning.
Unexpected
and
sudden searches by the police finally
produced five copies of the journal
which were quickly confiscated.
Said Tatyana Goricheve, “For 60
years Soviet women had remained
silent. With the double workload —
jobs and housework — they had no
time to open their mouths. But now
the women’s movement is gaining
ground.”
The magazine, which had been
circulating
underground
in
typewritten form, contained articles
and poems describing the many
problems facing Soviet women
today. Although Soviet laws
proclaim equality between the
sexes, “life for Soviet women is
anything but equal,” according to
Tatyana Mamonova, feminist and
artist who was the original editor
and who now edits the new book.
“The Soviet Union is a patriarchy,
just like most countries in the
West,” she said. “The major dif
ference is that women in the Soviet
Union have no right to protest.
Everything is underground.”
I had encountered a third member
of the exiled group, Natalya
Malakhovskaya, in the summer of
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1980, when she came to Copenhagen
attempting to address the United
Nations World Mid-Decade Con
ference on Women.
Cosmonaut
Valentine
Tereshkova, chair of the Soviet
Women’s Committee, headed the
official Soviet delegation to the
conference.
Malakhovskaya
denounced the cosmonaut as a “false
symbol of women’s emancipation in
the Soviet Union” and was im
mediately ejected from the con
ference hall by the police.
The earlier samizdat writings
were smuggled out of the USSR by
the exiled women, translated into
English by the Women in Eastern

WOMEN AND
RUSSIA

Feminist Writings from
the Soviet Union

edited by Tatyana
Mamonova
introduction by Robin Morgan
This remarkable collection, banned
by the KGB, challenges the party line
about equality in the Soviet Union.
Smuggled out of the USSR by exiled
Soviet writer and painter Tatyana
Mamonova, this volume features
workers, artists, scientists, and intel
lectuals who write with power and
passion about what it is like to be a
woman and a Soviet citizen today.

Europe Group, and published by
Sheba Feminist Publishers in
London. The Woman and Russia
circulated in the United States as
well as Europe, and a copy came
into my hands through a feminist
mail order business, Hercreations.
The writings verified what we
had already suspected, that the
Soviet’s claim to have solved the
“woman question” was untrue. The
subordinate position of women is as
integral to the patriarchal political
system in the USSR as we know it is
in the United States.
Beacon Press is to be commended
for being the first publishing house
in this country to honor these Soviet
feminist writers. An awareness of
the problems of women in the Soviet
Union is important to the debates
and discussions within the women’s
movement here and around the
world.
(Beacon is a small, independent
press in Boston which is receptive to
publishing books by feminist
writers. It is an arm of the Unitarian
Universalist Association which has
a strong grassroots women’s
movement.)
The collection of writings found in
Women and Russia make up
perhaps the most informative and
diverse collection of Russian
feminist writing available in
English. The writers in this book
speak out on the double burden of
work and carrying all the
responsibilities in the home so
familiar to all of us. They speak of
the lack of contraception and sexual
ignorance and the frequent use of
abortion as a method of birth
control.
They criticize health and child
care and complain how difficult it is
to live in communal apartments.
Russian women are known to be
totally accepted in the professional

fields of medicine, engineering and
science. However, the higher
positions in these fields are still
filled by men. And with politics,
although Russian women hold more
political offices in the USSR than
their counterparts in the United
States, the top positions in the
political field are still held by men in
both countries.
Reading their litany of com
plaints, arranged neatly under
themes like: Working Women;
Women, Birth and the Family;
Upbringing;
Dropouts
and
Dissidents; Women and the State,
etc., I am struck with how in
credibly different and yet how
incredibly alike our two countries
are.
These women writers tend to look
upon the United States, with its
democratic structure, as allowing a
freedom to its women’s liberation
movement. They envy us our
“women’s
banks,
cafes,
and
libraries” and hope “the American
cultural advancement and the
powerful struggle for women could
probably catch on here (i.e., in the
Soviet Union).”
I was glad to read that Tatyana
Mamonova will soon be moving from
Paris, where she has been living
with her artist husband, Gennady
Shikaryov,
to
Cambridge,
Massachusetts. In residence at
Radcliffe College, Mamonova will
research and write a comparative
study of the American and Soviet
feminist movements.
I trust her research will not
confine her to the Radcliffe library
but take her out into the feminist
movement itself. I suspect it will be
a revelation to her to find out how
powerful the struggle is for equality
in this country.
Another of Mamonova’s goals is
to establish an emigre feminist
press “that would bring the
message to the Soviet Union.” So
far, she said, the existing Russian
male-dominated emigre publishers
have refused to publish her
material.
“The dissidents have always been
critical of the Russian feminist
movement,” she said. “They are just
not sympathetic with our goals. In
this sense, the non-conformist — in
their relations with women — are
absolutely conformist.”
Reading Women and Russia
brought home to me again how
important it is to bring together
women from our two great coun
tries, to share our stories and ex
change experiences, in the process
(Continued on page 7)

Allen, Paula Gunn. The Woman
Who Owned the Shadows. San
Francisco: Spinsters, Inc., 1983.

Paula Gunn Allen is Laguna
Pueblo-Sioux-Lebanese-American.
She is also a woman-centered
feminist poet. The Woman Who
Owned the Shadows is her first
novel, and it comes directly out of
her experiences as an Indian woman
living in the U.S. today. This is a
very special book about the
possibilities for healing that are
available as we follow our own
patterns, unravel our own strands
of mythology, experience, love,
dreams and politics.
The form of the novel is spiral and
circular, not linear, and so it
requires a new kind of reading from
all of us who are used to a linear
“plot.” Each chapter is very brief,
often only two pages, and is titled
with a phrase which is the essence
of the significance of that small
piece of the story.
The content of the story is
profoundly Native American, with
the philosophy and religion of the
Indian people present throughout
the story of a modern woman;
always, present time blends with
the sacred time of the far past and of
the future.
We travel with Ephanie as she
moves
through
depression,

mothering, relationships with men,
friendships and bonding with
women, fragmenting of self, toward
a healing of herself and a claiming of
her place as a whole woman, one in a
chain of ancient, wise women.
Sometimes this journey is ex
tremely painful; Allen refuses to
romanticize or to make a com
plicated story simple. Because it is
packed with so many layers of
meaning, it is a book which needs to
be re-read. I found it giving me rich
gifts on a second and third reading,
and now I often pick it up and open
it arbitrarily, reading only a few
pages at a time.
Whether Ephanie is in the middle
of a nervous breakdown, standing in
a divorce court in San Francisco,
watching a fight in a bar, making a
beautiful shawl, reading feminist
books by the dozen, having a baby,
climbing a mountain as a girl with
her friend, finding her way to
Spider Grandmother, she brings us
images of stubborn, female courage,
tribal wisdom, women’s knowledge,
and the understanding that every
moment in time encompasses all the
universe.
The final message of this book,
the core of its value, is that it
reminds us that each of us has
within herself the tools that she
needs to become a woman who is
whole and strong.

Feminist Writings
from SovietWomen
(Continued from page 6)
empowering each other to work for
the emancipation of all women and
oppressed people around the world.
(Editor's Note: Rosemary
Matson, co-founder of Continuing
the Peace Dialogue, leads groups of
women to the Soviet Union to meet
with women there. She has recently
returned from meetings with the
Soviet Women’s Committee in
Moscow and Leningrad. Another
tour will leave on Aug. 18.
(Applications for a Sept. 27 trip
are being accepted until Aug. 1. If
interested, or for information, call
Rosemary at 659-3758.
(The most recent tour first went
to Moscow and Leningrad, where

the group of 17 met with key people
in several public organizations as
well as individual Soviets. Next, to
New York City for a day of meetings
with people working at the United
Nations, particularly on
the
Disarmament Committee. And then
to Washington for three days of
briefings, lobbying, a press con
ference, a meeting with the Soviet
Desk of the State Department, and
a lengthy interview by Common
Cause.
(On the just-completed trip,
coming from
the
Monterey
Peninsula were Rosemary as co
leader, and Howard Matson, Margot
Hyatt, Ron Hansen and co-leader
Patricia Schroeder.

Continuing the Peace Dialogue

USA-USSR

September 27—October 13, 1984
Visit five of Russia's most fascinating cities in four different republics!

MOSCOW - TBILISI - YEREVAN - YALTA - LENINGRAD

Women Playwrights Discovered
By Jean Ackermann
Marsha Norman, 1983 Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright, opened
the first Conference on Women
Playwrights with a candid, witty
talk, “What Keeps Me Going?”
Among her comments were, “My
stories are about the courage I
never had; my courage is to say
that.”
She spoke of her strong need to
be a model for young women who
want to write plays, and of
playwriting as “no casual affair —
you can’t play with it”; and an
swered the title question with,
“rocks with messages hidden under
them.” Judging from the warm
reception and ovations given
Norman and other presenters, the
conference filled a deep need at the
right time.
Sponsored by the Center for
Research on Women (CROW) of

Stanford University, the April
meeting gathered hundreds of play
wrights and scholars for talks,
performances, staged readings, and
an opening reception.
As one scholar observed, “This
meeting couldn’t have been held
even 10 years ago — not enough
women playwrights.” The spectrum
of plays . and playwrights shown,
heard and talked about ranged from
traditional to radical feminist,
historical to contemporary.
Professionalism was matched by
personal concern for attendees, e.g.,
as a playwright, I was the guest of a
Stanford faculty family, and was
given complimentary registration.
Altogether, a welcome experience
for many of us — produced by not
yet recognized — as well as for the
nationally known leaders who
shared their work and experiences.
Further recognition is slated for

Aug. 9-11, when the Women’s
Program, American Theatre
Association, presents a conference
in San Francisco titled Women in
West Coast Theatre. And Oct. 4-14,
Santa Cruz will be the site of the
Second National Festival of
Women’s
Theatre,
offering
workshops and presentations as
well as performances. The first
festival, held last year, was so well
received that this year’s will last
twice as long.

Area women playwrights in
terested in learning more about the
August and October meetings can
also contact me at 649-8215. ?
A writer's-artist's life is often
lonely. Interested in forming a
cooperative with individual offices
or studios and common room for
support, exchange of ideas and
critiques ? Write Demeter, P. 0. Box
1661, Monterey.

Women's Theatre Festival
The Second National Festival of
Women’s Theatre will be held in
Santa Cruz, Oct. 4-14. The 10-day
series of events includes 30 per
formances, 20 classes-workshops
and five panels involving women’s
theatre artists and scholars from
throughout the United States.
Presenting the concerns of
women from a wide variety of races,
cultural backgrounds, occupations
and age groups, the festival offers
an alternative to the traditional

view of women portrayed in ad
vertising and the media. It inspires
a truer, more diverse image of
women by drawing national at
tention to women’s talents and
potential in American society.
For applications—to perform,
lecture or lead a workshop, and to
subscribe to the newsletter ($3-$5
sliding scale) write:
Donna Zavada, Director
P.O.Box 1222
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

A Look at Growing Old
By Bonnie Gartshore
What happens to the old in a
youth-centered society?
Pacific Grove playwright Jean
Ackermann deals with that im
portant question of our time in the
short play, Auld Lang Syne, which
had its world premiere production
on radio station KAZU’s “Break a
Leg” program June 9.
It is a question of special interest
to women because as the average
life span of Americans increases,
women still outlive men. A woman
— Margaret Lang, 81 — is the focal
character in Ackermann’s play: a
woman who has outlived her family
and has signed over her rights to
the cousin of a deceased daughterin-law, at a time when she had
broken her leg and needed help.
The tightly-written play presents,
through interchanges between
Margaret and her doctor, a “friendly
visitor,” a visiting senator who is
part of an investigating committee,
and a nurse, a feeling of
helplessness against the over
whelming impact of loneliness,
inactivity, lack of purpose and
threats of drugs that rings very
true.
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Ordinary words such as “patient,”
“escape,” “excited,” and “rest” take
on almost sinister implications as
one bright, spunky woman, with a
delicious sense of humor, tries to
cope with what she calls “the crime

of growing old.”
Ackermann doesn’t offer the
audience villains, but presents the
complex reality of the plight of the
old in today’s American society.
Max Robert directed the radio
production, and Evelyn Smith
brought both strength and sen
sitivity to the leading role. Others in
the cast were Keith Decker, Bill
Houle, Diana Crockett and Lisa
Warshaw.
Following the play Ackermann
interviewed Janet Hurley of Adobe
Counseling Center, Carmel Valley,
who began by saying, “My first
reaction to the play was personal —
am I taking responsibility to
develop a plan for my own aging?”
She went on to say, “I saw this
wonderful, bright woman losing
hope and doing what we all do —
coming up with defenses. She
should have had more people in her
life.”
Hurley suggested that becoming
responsible for our own aging
means building up support systems,
becoming informed about whom to
trust and writing things down so
that those who become responsible
for us will know what we want.
(Jean Ackermann is a playwright
and licensed family counselor who
lives in Pacific Grove. Information
on Auld Lang Syne scripts,
production and royalties is available
from Play Rights, P.O. Box 424,
P.GJ

poetry
' Beating the Odds

Imade the decision five months ago
after waking up
. disgusted with myself once again
disgusted with the smell
of cigarettes and alcohol
on my breath, my clothes, my hair
disgusted with my "weakness ”

The Summer of the Outlaw

I could no longer hope
to be a “social drinker ”
I had to admit I simply
couldn't handle alcohol

Cats part the grasses
like waves
in my back yard

After five months sober I wonder
why didn't I stop sooner
I suppose I wanted to beat the odds

They wear their blackness in the cool night
they slice you with their shining silver eyes
the summer of the outlaw is right outside

In five months I've celebrated
Christmas, New Year's Eve,
the end of a school term,
and my thirty-first birthday
all without alcohol

Alone I sit and crumple hours
where did growing up begin?

I've even visited my parents
where alcohol has comforted me most
I've watched my father drink brandy
and my brothers drink beer
and I ache with despair
because the memory is too fresh
when I would have joined them
and I celebrate because I don't
and I realize
I have beaten the odds.

the summer of the outlaw is calling me again
the summer of the outlaw is
inside of my again
J.S.Wise
June, 1984

Dressed in black
I cut back the flowers
with glistening silver-nailed hands

Edith Peck
Santa Cruz
May, 1984

I’m learning to be the me I feel.
I strive to be me.
Spiritual change,
Daily effort records it.

We celebrate friendship
And heal as we share ourselves.
We fear our sense of powerlessness.
We see truths that set us free.
We talk of similarities

As differences fade.
We choose to risk,
A way to empower change,
To see reality.

As we free from our past
We transcend courage
And savor the new.

Ann R. Kisst
(This poem was inspired, for the most part, from
my experiences during a class called History of
Women in America, led by Kate Miller at MPC. If
you’re interested in taking the class, pick up a
class schedule in the registration building on
campus.)

The Blend
Ifly high
You float calm.
Will the brook
Join the ocean?
Will the ocean
Join the brook?

As I relax, let go
Our energies blend.
My desires die
Then our spirits mingle.
No package
No facade
We gift each other
And share our souls.

Ann R. Kisst

MUSEtime
By Riz Raymundo
How many of us have missed
opportunities to meet interesting
people or wonderful friendships
because we think a person “dif
ferent,” “strange,” or “talks funny?”
The list of our prejudices is endless.
I used to justify my prejudicial
“airs” with excuses of being
painfully shy but finally had to
admit that wasn’t so; it was im
mature retaliation for the many
times I had been snubbed and
shunned for one of the above
reasons. (Fear of rejection ran a
very close second.)
Self-entrapment is a vicious
circle! How difficult it was to look
hard at and through the prejudicial
wall I had built up around myself.
My first attempt to quit the
orbiting entrapment took place a
few years back when I was working
in a large office. Our janitor, a small,
quiet, elderly woman, began her
work day just as we ended ours.
She’d smile at each of us as we
hurried out the door, acknowledged
by only a few.
One night I stopped long enough
to say, “Hello. Don’t work too hard.”
She answered with a broad smile
and “Have a good evening.” There
after, I made it a point to stop for a
few minutes to chat with her before
my rush home.
Eleanor had both a fascinating
and enviable life. She was born and
raised in China, her parents and
husband had been missionaries. She
had never left China until after her
husband’s death the year before.
She lived with one of her sons and
found his American way of life too
fast and aggressive for her. She
loved China and its people,
regreting many times having left.
So, whenever possible, she’d go to
Chinese restaurants. She laughed
when she told me, “I’d look up at the
waiter with my baby blue eyes and
rattle off our order in Chinese.”
After their initial surprise, some
would happily converse with her
and others would only bow and

serve her table in silence.
Once I had made a remark, “Why
are you only a janitor?” Her reply
was a sad look and the comment,
“I’m fortunate.”
That jarred my mind! I felt very
small and thoughtless.
Initiative to meet people can also
result in a friendship chain-reaction.
My most recent one did. I had been
six weeks into a new job during wh
ich time I’d now and then run into a
shy woman in the hallways or at the
Xerox machine. She’d only smile
when I greeted her. One day I in
troduced myself and invited her to
join me for lunch. She responded
readily and without hesitation
accepted my invitation.
I’m a quiet person but her quiet
ness and shyness made me feel
boisterous. She had been with the
company three years and I had been
about the third person she had ever
lunched with. To my wonderment,
she smiled, shrugged and said it was
due to her shyness.
That was familiar!
She is Chinese born in Vietnam,
her parents having left China during
the revolution, and been in the
United States only eight years. She
had chosen the name “Sandy” as her
American name since she thought
her Vietnamese name would cause
some difficulties and her Chinese
name had no English spelling.
Besides being fluent in English, she
speaks Chinese, Vietnamese and
French.
When we returned to the office, I
introduced her to a co-worker, a
pretty African whose English is soft
and lilting and who also speaks
French (besides Swahili). Sandy
was beside herself meeting someone
who spoke French. She had worried
about losing the language so had
been borrowing French tapes from
the library.
I listened to the two in fascination
as they conversed in French, and, as
the strange words whirled about
me, I mused — in English, of course
— it certainly is a small world.
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community news & events

Teen Pregnancy
Teen-age parents will teach other
teens about parenting in a special
one-year pilot program sponsored
by Planned Parenthood of Monterey
County.
The program, aimed at lowering
the teen-age pregnancy rate, began
July 1, in Seaside.
“We plan to use teen-age parents
to teach other teens about parenting
and how it has changed their lives,”
said Emily Hull-Parsons of Planned
Parenthood. “Kids can learn best
from their peers that having a child
is not always that easy.”

Volunteers Needed
At County Fair
The
Reproductive
Rights
Coalition of Monterey County will
sponsor an information booth at the
county fair, Aug. 28-Sept. 2.
The coalition is a community
based
legislative action and
education group established to
defend the freedom of choice as set
forth by the 1973 Supreme Court
decision Roe v. Wade which affirms
that the decision belongs to the
woman involved to complete,
prevent or terminate a pregnancy.
The coalition believes that
challenges to reproductive rights,
which seek to overturn or limit the
Court’s decision, whether by statute
or constitutional amendment, are
harmful to women.
If you’d like to help staff the
booth, contact Darlene at 373-1709.

10 — Demeter — Summer, 1984

The $20,000 program is funded by
the Monterey Peninsula Foundation
and a Community Service Block
Grant financed by the state Office of
Economic Opportunity.
Hull-Parsons said the program
will use business and community
groups to reach the teens. Meetings
will be sponsored by church groups
and other youth organizations. “It
will be a fairly structured
presentation, she said.
The teen-age pregnancy rate in
Monterey County is declining but it
remains higher than the state
average, according to recent
statistics from the California State
Office of Family Planning.
Currently the birth rate for girls
between the ages of 13 and 19 in
Monterey County is 53.9 per 1,000.
The state average is 39.2 per 1,000.

Coalition for Children
We Don’t Squeal!
In spite of what you may hear,
Planned Parenthood won’t tell on teens
who get birth control care and counsel
ing at one of our clinics. No one will ever
know unless you want them to.

A new coalition has been formed
in Monterey County to promote the
well-being of all children, regardless
of race, sex, age or handicap.
A consortium of 23 individuals
and organizations committed to
meeting the needs of children, called
Coalition for Children, began
meeting in February. Dr. Lewis
Cantor, a Salinas pediatrician, was

elected chair.
The Coalition for Children aims to
provide a forum for all persons of
Monterey County to express
concerns regarding children and act
as advocates through legislative and
administrative avenues.
Anyone interested in joining the
coalition can call Dr. Cantor at 7578124 for more information.

DIANA S. CASE

FEMINIST ,
EDUCATION
CENTER

MARRIAGE, FAMILY, CHILD COUNSELOR
(406) 375-6142

Counseling
Body Work
Groups

• counseling

• tronsirtons
• personal growth
• stress management

• retarionshto atues

118 Webster St.
Monterey, CA 93940
373-0228

SHERRI PARIS Ph.D.

ANNETTE MARCH M.A.

• assertiveness raining

• career & life ptarmihg

(408) 426-9199

(408)423-9920

Couples

Individuate

(408)373 6245

Groups

lie* mm-16206

4 LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU
Pacific Grove - 1180C Forest - 649-6272
Monterey - 201 Lighthouse - 649-1714
Salinas - 969 West Alisal - 758-0280
Carmel - 173 Crossroads
Highway 1 & Rio Rd. - 625-5180

BAGELS • BAGEL SANDWICHES • BEX ERAGES • DESSERTS
Dine in or take out — the finest on the Peninsula . . . and always fresh.

BARBARA LICHT-GREENBERG
MARRIAGE. FAMILY & CHILD COUNSELOR • MH16969

individual and relationship counseling
1010 CASS STREET

it’s a matter of
simple arithmetic...
please spay your cat.
Call MCSPCA for details of reduced fee neuter clinic

Monterey, CA93940 (408)3 75-8111

Guest Rooms in a Private
Home located on five se_
eluded acres overlooking
Monterey Bay. 10-minute drive to Santa Cruz
Beaches • Hot Tub • Nature Trails • Privacy •
Camping by arrangement — Singles • Groups
5115 Ironwood Drive • Soquel, CA 95073
(408) 476-5742
RUN BY WOMEN • EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOMEN
f
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